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BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: The date is December 


6, 2001. The time is now 11:08 a.m. This is 


Battalion Chief John Malkin of the Safety 


Battalion of the New York City Fire Department. 


I'm conducting an interview today with 


Firefighter first Vincent Palmieri of Engine 


Company Number 6© regarding events of September 11, 


2001. We are in the quarters of Engine 4. There 
is no one else present in the room and the 
interview begins now. 


Q. Say whatever you like. 


A. Basically I was on my way into the city that 


day through New Jersey when I first heard of a plane 


hitting the Trade Center and I tuned into 1010 WINS to 


hear what was going on. Being from lower Manhattan, I 
knew all the companies would be there. As I was going 


further in on the Turnpike, I started coming in through 


the Holland Tunnel when the second plane hit. I was 


able to actually s the Trade Center, both of them, 
smoke coming from them. 
I went through the Holland Tunnel, got in, 


started heading towards my fire house, which is 6 


Engine. I got to 6 Engine and got my gear together, 


changed, put my uniform on. I took a quick look at the 
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cars outside quarters so I would have an idea of who 
was on duty that day, but I really didn't look at the 
riding list or anything like that. I made a quick mark 


in the journal so someone would have some sort of idea 


that I was on my way over. I just started heading over 


to where I knew the company would be, or the lobby 


command post would probably be set up in the north 
tower. 

I walked up Park Row, made a right, went down 
Vesey Street, cut across Vesey Street, crossed Church 
and started heading towards the entrance of 5 World 


Trade Center, which is right on that corner. Just as I 


was about to get maybe about 20 or 30 feet from the 


entrance of 5 World Trade Center, is when the south 


tower began to collapse. 


I was with a female police sergeant, a group 


of civilians and I got everybody against the building 


wall which is right by Borders and Books and we took 


cover under the overpass of 5 World Trade Center. Then 
basically the collapse occurred. I wasn't totally sure 
if we were caught in it or not. Just basically waited 


until we had some sort of visibility to try to make my 
way out. 


I waited a period of time, I'm not sure of 
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the time here, because I lost track of time. I waited 


till I had a little bit of visibility, turned my light 


on and told everyone to stay with me. I decided the 


best thing to do would be to get away from the area, 


since I had no idea of what was going on. We were 
going to try to head to the end of the building line 
following the wall and then head diagonally across 


Church to the opposite corner of Vesey, then try to go 


up Vesey and get out of here. 


I had everybody stay with me. There was one 


gentleman, a civilian, who was cut pretty bad. I 


believe it was on his right arm. I told him just 


follow along. We would get him medical help as soon as 


I could. As we followed along the wall, I came into a 


group of ESU officers, so that was right outside of 


Borders and Books on that corner. They had donned air 


masks. I think they wer ither ESU or Port 
Authority. They weren't firemen. The masks looked 
different and they weren't in fireman gear. 


They were headed actually back towards the 


entrance of 5 World Trade Center to try to go in the 


building. I was like, guys, I don't know where you are 
going, but we don't know what happened. I wouldn't try 


to go in. Let's get out and find out what's going on 
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before we go in. They said good idea. They turned 
around, I said we got to go this way out. They started 
going along the wall like we were. 


When I reached th nd of the wall, they went 


one way and I led, and I stayed with the group of 


people. I brought them across the street like I said, 


diagonally across to the northeast corner of Church and 


q 


Vesey. There was a construction awning up there. I 


went underneath there. There was a beauty parlor like 


on the corner. A few stores in off Vesey there was a 
deli. 
Some police officers had already taken the 


front door to the deli. They took out the glass and 


they were getting people inside there. There was still 
a lot of smoke, but visibility was pretty decent, not 
totally dark. 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: It's 11:12. I had 


to shut the tape. We were interrupted by somebody 


coming into the room. We now resume at 11:13 


hours. 

A. Again, Palmieri. Basically, there was an 
officer, he took out the door to some sort of deli. He 
was getting people in there. We were still in a light 


smoke condition, not too bad, but we didn't know what 
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was going on. People that I was with and a female 
sergeant, I told the officer get them in there, one of 
the guys is hurt bad, you got to get him in an 
ambulance. I'm going to go back and try to find my 


company. I just wanted to find my company and find out 


where they were. I knew where they were probably at, 
so I turned around and as I'm getting back into Vesey 


Street a Suburban comes down Vesey Street, a Fire 


Department Suburban comes down Vesey Street. 
A bunch of guys jump out, I go up to the 


officer who was in the passenger side. I said where 


are you guys from. They said they are from the Rock, 
research and development, if I believe correctly. I 
told them okay. 

During this I only had my bunker coat on and 
my helmet. After the collapse I dropped my bunker 


pants. I figured we would be walking up 80 flights 


either way, so I was carrying the bunker pants. I left 


the bunker pants after the collapse. I only had the 


coat and a helmet. The officer asked me, are you all 


right, are you okay? I said yes, I have no mask and no 


pants. They were gearing up, they were going to go in 
and try to do a search and find some guys, so I told 


one of the guys, look, I only got shorts on, I'm ready 
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to go, do you have an extra pair of bunker pants? He 
gave me his bunker pants and his boots. I couldn't get 
a mask from them, but I was able to get an axe and I 


got a search rope. I think there were 3 firemen and 


two Lieutenants. They asked me to stay with this other 


Lieutenant, he seemed a little bit older than the rest 


of them and he walked with a limp. I don't know any of 


the guys' names. 


There was also an Engine parked on the 
corner, which would be the southeast corner of Vesey 


and Church. He was hooked up to a hydrant and he had 


the spicket going and the water flowing. I went over I 


told the guys wait up a minute. I washed off, got the 
stuff out of my eyes, cleared my mouth as best as I 
could and took a drink. 

Then they started heading up Vesey Street, 


that would be westbound down Vesey, along the World 


rade Center site. I was with the other Lieutenant, 


like I said, so we were maybe a half block behind 
them. I said Lou look, I know the area down here. I 


have been here a long time. I don't think it's the 


best move for us to walk up Vesey Street. We don't 


even know what happened. 


At that point I don't think either of us 
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could look up. 


There was still too much smoke to know 


that the entire south tower had collapsed. We thought 


maybe a portion collapsed. 


go one block north and come down Barclay, 


So I said I think we should 


which is what 


we did. We went down Church and started to come down 


Barclay and that was just me, 


this Lieutenant and it 


was actually an off duty former union president, 


Boyle. 


We met up with him. 


son, who was in 33 Engine that day. 


guys just decided to continu 


ran into them again for 


know what happened to them. 


He was looking for his 


The rest of the 


I never 


up Vesey Street. 


the rest of the day so I don't 


This officer and I were walking down Barclay 


Street. 


I don't know the exact -- how far down we 


got. Also with Boyle when we heard the same noise that 


I had heard before. I knew it was the second building 


starting to collapse, the north tower collapsing. The 


officer I was with had his of 
happened to be under a cons 


front of 2 glass doors to an 


buildings on Vesey. 


address, but I know it is DC 


think. 


ficer's tool. We just 


I don't 


truction type awning and in 


entrance to one of the 


remember th xact 


37's headquarters, I 
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He made the move, he started to take the 


front doors. I had the axe. I moved with him. We 
took the doors, went into the lobby, looking to see if 
anybody was in the lobby. At this point the building 


continued to collapse, the building is surrounded by 


smoke. We ended up meeting an Engine Company, I 
believe, from Brooklyn in the lobby. Half the company 
was there. Half of their company was still in the 
street. 


One of the guys was like my officer, an 


ts 


ngine officer and the chauffeur was still out in the 


street. We made it into the lobby and I was like, 


there's a lot of dust out there. It doesn't look like 


the collapse came this far up because the other 
buildings would have blocked it. So I believe their 
rig was parked on, you don't have it marked here, and I 


don't know the name of the street. 


Their rig was either - I don't believe it was 
West Street, this street here. It's between West 
Street and West Broadway. Between Barclay and Murray. 
I think it's Greenwich Street. I think that is the 
name of the street. 


QO. Greenwich? 


A. Greenwich. I think that's the street they 
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were on. So he took the search rope and him and one of 


the guys decided they wanted to go out and find their 


officer and the engine chauffeur. We said all right, 
we will wait here. We will give you a few minutes. If 
you don't come back we will follow the rope out and 


come get you. 


We took a feed and waited for them to come 


back and the Engine officer and the chauffeur were 


fine. They just took a feed. They were in the street 
but they were okay. There was, I don't believe, any 
serious injuries. 

Basically, then we were in the lobby for a 


few minutes. A couple of guys made phone calls to 


their wives and stuff. The original officer that I was 


with from the company from Research and Development, I 


don't know if he worked there, but he came with them 


from the Rock, decided to go out on his own and try to 


find his guys now. I decided I would stay with this 


Engine Company and operate with them as a company. I 


tried to get them to come around with me and look for 


the main entrance for the north tower of the Trade 


Center to try to get in. 


Basically that's what we did. We stayed 


together. We walked out down Barclay, got to West 
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Street, came up West Street. I noticed an Engine 
hooked up with a couple of lines coming off of it. I 
noticed he had a hydrant, he had a good hydrant, he had 


good pressure, it looked like. He was right on the 


corner of Barclay and West. As we walked up West 
Street we could see a lot of cars burning, a lot of 
smoke, other than the smoke from the collapse. There 
were cars burning all over Vesey, up around the park, a 
couple of rigs, a dumpster, right on the corner of 
Vesey and West burning. 

Of course 6 World Trade Center was right on 
the corner of West and Vesey burning. Still there was 


a lot of smoke. I wasn't sure it was a total collapse 


of both buildings. I didn't realize that until much 
later on in the day. 


I told the officer, we've got an Engine here 


with good lines if you want to get a line and try to 


get something in operation. He said fine, let's go up 


to Vesey, go a little closer and try to get an 


assessment of what's going on. Like I said, there was 


a huge dumpster on that corner going, right next to the 
AT&T building. 
So he said, all right, go back with a couple 


of guys. We searched and grabbed one of the two anda 


half inch lines 


started to opera 


that time we wer 


V. PALMIERI 


that were laying in 


there for a littl 


12 


the street and we 


te it into the dumpster. At around 


while. He went 


off just a little bit to see what wa 


s going on. Trying 


to find guys, find out what we should do. 


Vesey Street I don't remember if it was 


totally blocked at the time, but the 


definitely stuff 


see. You couldn 


across Vesey Street 


the way to West Broadway. You could 


re was definitely, 


that you could 


t get totally down Vesey. Maybe all 


see the damage at 


7 World Trade Center, the damage into the AT&T 


building. You could see the damage - 5 World Trade 


Center was burning. 


World Trade Center. 


There was an aerial ladder up at 5 


I saw guys operating up into 5 


World Trade Center trying to do some sort of search. 


I'm sorry, let me correct myself. 6 


World Trade 


Center, right on the corner of West and Vesey. 


There was an aerial ladder parked on West 


Street operating to the concourse type area on the 6 


World Trade Center looking for guys and they were 


trying to do a search. At this time 


the truck was 


intact. 6 World Trade Center was almost fully involved 


in fire. We operated the line into 


stayed there for 


a little while and 


the dumpster. We 


then I saw one of 
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the first members of my company to come in and it was 


actually Captain Sakowich. He had walked up West 


Street. He saw me. During the time that I went back 


to the Engine to get the line I was able to get a mask 


off the Engine. Captain Sakowich came up to me, asked 


me if I seen the guys or whatever. 


I said Captain, do you know where Engine 6 


would be. I was trying to operate with these guys. 


The walkway on West Street for the north tower was 


down. So there was no way to walk straight into what 


would have been the old lobby of the north tower, where 


6 Engine would have been. So he said I'm going to try 
to find a way around. Stay here. He said give me your 
mask for now. I stayed with the company. 


Then I found another member from my company, 
maybe, I don't know, 20, half an hour later, 
Firefighter Jeff Straub, hooked up with me. I told him 
Sakowich was around. He was trying to find a way over 


to where the guys were. He said let's not wait here. 


Let's try to find Sakowich or let's try to find our own 


way in. 


We proceeded to walk down Vesey Street, West 


Street was totally blocked. We couldn't get across. 


We got to the corner of West and Vesey. Chief Nigro 
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was there and I saw Chief Pfeifer and a couple of other 


guys from the Battalion. I don't know if they 


responded in or they were there prior to the collapse. 


Basically Nigro -- a lot of the officers were 
trying to get information from Chief Nigro as far as to 


what type of operations he wanted them to commence. 


MENS «chic Pfeifer was just saying 


I don't know what happened. Let's just get everybody 


down Vesey towards the water away from the scene. 


Myself and firefighters Straub had just broke off from 
them and we walked around through the World Financial 


Center area, which would be through the lobby of 3 


World Financial Center, the American Express building, 


out into where the Winter Garden is, but on the 


outside, not actually into the Winter Garden. You 
could see the Winter Garden had took a lot of damage 
also. 

While we were on the outside near the marina, 


walking near the marina, because we were going to try 


to come around up Liberty to see if we could gain 


access from West Street there, w ncountered another 


group of firemen that were carrying a fireman on a 


stokes basket. I don't know what company they were 
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from, but I do have pictures of that. A photographer 


took pictures of us doing the carry so I could give you 
his name if you need it, in a pinch, probably the 
road. 

There was only maybe four or five firemen 
helping to carry this guy, so we helped to carry him. 


They needed help. We carried him to a boat that was 


waiting. It was a marine company boat. I don't know 


what marine company. They got him on the boat. I 


believe they were taking him to a Jersey hospital. 


They really didn't say. They got him on the boat. Me 


and Jeff stayed together and we started again to come 


around Liberty Street. Liberty and West in that area, 
then we came across, I found Captain Mallery from 10. 


I saw Captain -- I think you already spoke to him. 


From 10 Engine. I asked him where their guys were. If 
they know how their guys are doing. They basically 
didn't know much about where their guys were or 
anything or where my company was. 

Again West Street was pretty well blocked. 


q 


There wasn't any good access into the area then. 


q 


That's when we basically started to realize it was a 
total collapse, so we tried to make our way into this 


pile or into the area where my company would have 
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been. We went down. Liberty Street was pretty well 


blocked. We couldn't go down that. We continued down 
West. I think we went up Cedar, then took Washington 
back to Albany to try to get to where 10 Engine's 


quarters were and see what was going on over there and 
see if we could come in kind of like from the southeast 


corner or so. 


I got over by 10 Engine's quarters. There 


was a lot of damage to the quarters. There was a lot 


of destruction in the street there. That wasn't any 


other easier access. We ended up somewhere around this 
area again, meeting up with Captain Sakowich. Trying 


to get back around through the Winter Garden area over 


there. Sakowich and Firefighter Straub, then, and 


myself, we walked around looking for guys and basically 


the day just dragged on. We would get separated, I 


would run to numerous different guys that I know 


throughout the job and trying to find reports of who is 


where and stuff like that. 


Eventually we end up finding the easiest way 


back out on to the pile is through the Winter Garden 


where the glass had taken a lot of damage, but it was 


still intact at this point. Then we got out on to the 


pile there and started doing some searches over ther 
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As the day dragged on, again I got separated 
from Jeff and Captain Sakowich. I kind of was 


operating on my own for a while with a lot of other 


guys. I don't know even know who they were. I just 


started getting fatigued. I came out just to take a 


rest a little bit, out into this area here again on 


Vesey and West and I ran into Firefighter Bob Emans. I 
asked Bob, Bob, were you here, who was working, et 

cetera. He gave me a quick rundown of who knew was on 
the rig, where the rig was, what he was doing. He was 


an extra man. He jumped on the rig that day and he was 


assisting the chauffeur. 
So he capped up the hook up and supplied the 
Siamese and then that's when the collapse occurred. I 


had absolutely no idea of the time of the day. Bob 


might have had a better idea and Bob was like look, I 


think the best thing we should do right now is go back 


to 6 


ngine, try to regroup, find out who is where, 


ts 


definitely who is missing, who might be in the hospital 


and come back and get back. We got to get something to 


drink. We need something to eat. It was a long day. 


I was like all right, Bob, start heading 


back. I'm going to head back in a little while. I 


stayed a little bit longer, I don't know how much 
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longer. It could have been maybe an hour or so. I saw 
Firefighter Al Sicignano from my company. I told Al 
what was going on, how long I had been there, who I had 


seen so far and that was probably just Jeff, Captain 


Sakowich and Bob Emans. Bob had said that Jack Butler 


was also okay. He was the chauffeur that day from 6 
Engine. The rest of the company we had no reports of 
where they were. We knew they were in the building, we 


didn't know where. 
So then I told Al, I saw Bobby, he said he 


thinks it's a good idea we go back to 6 and try to 


regroup and come back in a little while with a better 
plan or something. Al was like all right, go ahead, 
you go on your own. I will meet you back there ina 


little bit. I left and went back to 6© Engine. 


While I'm at 6 Engine, getting phone calls 


from some of the wives, specifically Lieutenant 


(inaudible) 's wife. Gave her whatever information we 
could and that's when 7 World Trade collapsed. So that 


might give you a time frame of how long I was there. 


Stayed at © Engine for a while. I don't 
remember who else came back and I grouped up with a 


couple of guys, a handful of guys. We headed back over 


after we got something to drink, a little something to 


19 
V. PALMIERI 


eat. I headed back over, spent the remainder of the 


night there until late into the night. Ran into a 


brother-in-law of one of the firefighters who we knew 


was missing that day, Billy Green. His brother-in-law 


is a corrections officer, at the corner of West and 


Liberty, with Jeff Straub. He was looking for him. 


Had no idea where he was. I just told him that and I 


told him I would be in touch with the families or him 


as soon as we found somebody and just stayed there a 


long time that night. 


Basically didn't see anyone from the company 


that responded that day at all that day. I don't 


remember now. I ended up going back to 6 Engine 


el 


sometime late that night. Got back to 6 Engine. Most 


of the guys that had reported in from home were already 


back at 6 Engine. I was glad to see Butchie Barone and 


a bunch of guys, because I knew that they might have 


been there before me, even though they might not have 


took a mark in the journal. I didn't know who was 


where. I was glad to see most of the guys. 

That's when I started to find out exactly who 
was missing from the company and there were reports 
that Billy Green was okay. He was in a hospital but it 


wasn't confirmed yet. That's it. Just various 
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information like that. 

We just operated as a company for the next 
almost week or two on our own going back and forth. 
The rig was crushed, so we weren't really responding. 
We didn't have a rig for a week or so, so the company 
basically just woke up every morning, ten or 15 guys 


would get together, walk over, one or two guys would 


stay at the house and try to keep the house organized 


with one officer, just to have some sort of idea who 


was where in case anything else happened. 


Every once in a while they would be 
relocating company. I don't remember if that was like 


day 3 maybe or 4. That's basically how we operated 


until we went to an actual AB chart. When we went to 


the AB chart, really didn't make much. The guys that 


were on duty got to go definitely, except one of the 


guys that was on duty had to stay at the fire house. 


Guys that were off duty geared up and went over. It 
was almost like as we were drawing straws of who had to 
stay back and that was it. I don't know what else. 

Q. Okay, very good. You mentioned that north 
walk bridge was completely down? 

A. Yes. 


QO. You couldn't cross West Street because that 
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bridge was down, 
down West Street you had to 


A. Right. 


There was a total collapse i 


way in. 


probably bring portable ladders to get at 


because there was just 
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No way over or arou 


too much debris in 


but it became necessary to go up and 


find a way around? 


That's what we were looking for. 


n that area. There was no 


nd. You couldn't even 
ruck in, 


the street. 


There was a lot, lot of rigs parked on West Street 
between Vesey and Murray, both sides of the street 
Just rigs all over the place. 
BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: Okay. I thank you 
for the interview. The time is now 11:30 a.m. 
This concludes the interview. 


